Marquis de Lafayette Chapter

Meeting Minutes

September 17, 2004

The regular monthly meeting of the Marquis de Lafayette Chapter was held on September 14, 2004.  The meeting was called to order by President Douglas Stansberry.  The meeting was held at Heritage Bank, 440 North Jeff Davis, Fayetteville, GA.  Brett Osborn and Charlie Newcomer posted the colors. The Pledge of Allegiance and the SAR Pledge was led by Tony Roberts.

President Stansberry welcomed and thanked everyone for attending.  President Stansberry introduced guests: Sid Shelburne and wife Dianna, Deputy Chief Bartlett and Rick Ryckeley of Fayette County Safety and Joe Frazier of Peachtree City.

Guest Speaker:

Vice President Sloan introduced the guest speaker, Nathan Mathews. His topic was Internet genealogy.  Mr. Mathews has been active in genealogy since 1958.  After retirement, Mr. Mathews became a professional genealogist, devoting his efforts into research, teaching, and the study of genealogy.  Nathan specializes in Lineage Papers, and he does most of his work for Colonial Dames applicants.  He has published three books, and is currently working on completing a fourth. Nathan was a featured speaker at our SAR Genealogy seminar this winter. 

Mr. Mathews gave an interesting lecture on Internet genealogy.  He starts his research by using pedigree charts found on the Internet. He uses these as a road map to guide his research.  From there he uses other favorite websites: Google, LDS (Mormon) Church, and Ancestry.com.  Nathan stressed that when doing genealogy; you should always work from what is definitely known, to the unknown.  You can’t take at face value what is posted on the Internet.  Real documentation must be used to support your lineage, and less than 1% of the documents on the Internet are “real”, 99% being transcribed.  Mr. Mathews concluded by stressing that everyone interested in genealogy should join the Georgia Genealogical Society to take advantage of their wealth of information.  Certificate of Speaker Appreciation was presented by Vice President John Sloan and President Douglas Stansberry.

Public Safety:

Randall Fleming introduced Chief Bartlett of Fayette County Safety. Chief Bartlett then described the activities of Officer Rick Ryckeley that earned him our Public Safety Award.  Officer “Rick” has been involved in a Risk Watch program in which safety is taught to students. Since accidents account for much of the deaths and injuries suffered by children, Officer Ryckeley stressed the importance of the program. Fire, bicycle, and car seat safety were discussed.  Much of the work Officer Ryckeley does is in his off time.  President Stansberry and Randall Fleming made the presentation of the award.

Presentation of New Members:

President Stansberry recognized new member Sid Shelburne.  His membership certificate hadn’t arrived in time for the meeting.  The membership certificate for Wheeler Harrah was presented to his son, Ronnie Harrah.  Other new members waiting to receive their certificates as they were not present are: Fred Adolphus, Jackie Ball, Van Ball, Brent McKinney, Brian McKinney, Walter Reed Jr. and Walter and Troy Patton.
Secretary Report:

Secretary Mike Tomme was not present.  A motion was requested by the President and made by Compatriot John Sloan to suspend the reading of the last month’s minutes as they were emailed to all members.  The motion passed.

Treasurer Report:

President Stansberry called on Treasurer Ted Hackney for his report. As of  September 14, 2004: previous balance $915.57, checks/payments(2) $123.00, deposits (0) interest earned .27, closing balance $792.84.  Uncleared transactions-SAR records, checks (6) for $340.00.  Ending balance $452.16. Motion to accept and voted on: Agreed.

Treasurer Hackney stressed that our chapter is very active in many good causes, but we aren’t a rich chapter.  He requested member donations of any amount to supplement the treasury and fund the chapter’s worth while projects.  Treasurer Hackney also requested members renew their memberships before the deadline of December. Dues for 2005 are $53, composed of $25 for National, $10 for State, $3 for the 2009 SAR convention in Georgia, and $15 for Chapter.

Chaplin Report:

Jeff Lowe: no report.

Genealogist Report:

Lewie Dunn, genealogist, not present and no report.

Committee Reports:

Americanism/Essay/Poster Committee:

Bo Hill reported that he has been in contact with the Fayette County Coordinator for social studies and will continue to work to insure they will have the poster contact.  Mr. also is working to enable more school visitations and color guard activities at the schools.

Boy Scouting:

The report was given by Charlie Newcomer.  Mr. Newcomer reported that over 80 certificates were sent out to Eagle Scouts.

CAR/DAR:

Report was sent in by Mike Tomme, and given by President Stansberry.  CAR members Kevin Baker and Daniel Dorney were in the Old Soldiers Day Parade in August 2004.  Mike Tomme and Doug Stansberry attended the Button Gwinnett Society meeting in Peachtree City in August.  The Society donated some books to the library in Peachtree City.  The Button Gwinnett Society is collecting school supplies for the Rainbow House for battered children.  It was recommended that the chapter purchase more of the CAR Honor pins and the State CAR President’s Project pin.  Both are $10 apiece.

Color Guard:

Report was sent in by Mike Tomme, and given by President Stansberry.  The color guard was at the Old Soldiers Day parade August 2004.  Members in uniform were: Mike Tomme, Brett Osborn, Bo Hill, Ernie Kearns, Charlie Newcomer, Douglas Stansberry, and Chris Swartz from the GA Re-enactors, and CAR members Kevin Baker and Daniel Dorney.

Flag Committee:

John Sloan had nothing to report.

Graves Committee:

Joe Hixon was not present, the report being given by President Stansberry.  The next dedication will be the Benjamin Brown Grave Dedication sponsored by the Marquis de Lafayette Chapter, GASSAR at Peachtree City, 1100 hours.

Membership Committee:

Report was given by President Stansberry, Joe Hixon not being present.  There have been two (2) membership applications sent to National, and thirty (30) Supplementals sent to National.

Publicity Committee:

Jim Robinson reported that the chapter has received good coverage in the SAR magazine, and the Hornet’s Nest. Jim shared a thank you note from Hailey Ferguson for the Certificate of Appreciation given to fallen soldier Ken Nalley.

ROTC Committee:

Edward Stoner had no report.

Speaker Committee:

John Sloan had no report.

Veterans Committee:

Ted Hackney reported that he, Douglas Stansberry and Greg Dorfmeier attended the recognition program for the Summer Interns, held at the Atlanta VA hospital on July 22.  The chapter sponsored four (4) interns.  Mr. Hackney reported that the chapter would provide 75 sock gifts for the VA hospital at Christmas.  Ted has a list of the items needed.  They are all inexpensive, and should be brought to the chapter meetings in October, November and December.

Old Business:

None.

New Business:

1. Nominating Committee:  A committee was formed to nominate members for election as chapter officers in 2005, and was BOM approved.  The committee consists of: Scott Gilbert, Ben Huiet, Ernie Kearns, Wayne Libby, Sr. and Fred Jones, Jr.

2. Change of Election of Chapter Officers:  at the Board of Manager’s meeting it was decided that in order to provide training for new officers, elections should be held two months earlier, October instead of December.  This is a temporary measure, to be made permanent by a By Law change in January, 2005.

3. Flag donation for Tamassee DAR school:  at the Board of Managers meeting it was decided to donate money for a flag at the school.

      Up Coming Events:

September 18, 2004 - DAR Constitution Week Luncheon, Ansley Golf Club, 196 Montgomery Ferry Drive, Atlanta, GA, 1100 Hours

September 24-25, 2004 - Trustees Meeting, Louisville, KY 

September 25, 2004 - Flag Ceremony/Dedication at Tamassee DAR School

September 25, 2004 - James Standridge Grave Dedication Sponsored by Joseph Habersham Chapter, GASSAR, at Holly Springs Baptist Church, Westminster, SC, 1400 Hours
October 2, 2004 - GASSAR BOM, Holiday Inn, Forsyth, GA, 1000 Hours
October 2, 2004 - Point Pleasant Historic Observance 

October 3, 2004 - Dunaway Grave Dedication (Family Sponsored - Coordinated with Piedmont Chapter), at Tignall, GA, 1500 Hours
October 7, 2004 - King's Mountain Historic Observance, Kings Mountain, SC 

October 9, 2004 - Siege of Savannah/Pulaski Jubilee 225th Anniversary
October 16, 2004 - Ebenezer Fain Grave Dedication Sponsored by Blue Ridge Mountains Chapter, GASSAR, in Fannin County, GA
October 19, 2004 - Yorktown Historic Site Celebration

October 21, 2004 - Convention of Georgia Council for Social Studies (Information Booth Coverage), Athens, GA, 0730 - 1630 Hours

October 22, 2004 - Convention of Georgia Council for Social Studies (Presentation of Colors & Breakfast), Athens, GA, 0800 Hours

October 30, 2004 - Grave Dedication Sponsored by Ocmulgee Chapter, GASSAR, and Lt. James Monroe Chapter, NSSDAR, in Monroe County, GA

November 6, 2004 - Nathan Spence Grave Dedication Sponsored by Button Gwinnett Chapter, GASSAR, at Old Lawrenceville Cemetery, Lawrenceville, GA, 1100 Hours

November 13, 2004 – Benjamin Brown Grave Dedication Sponsored by Marquis de Lafayette Chapter, GASSAR, at Peachtree City, 1100 Hours
Thanks to Tony Robert for refreshments.

President Stansberry asked if there was anymore new or old business.  John Sloan made a motion to adjourn which was seconded.  Motion carried.

President Stansberry called on Brett Osborn and Charlie Newcomer to post the colors.

President Stansberry called on Tony Roberts for the Closing Recessional.

President Stansberry called on Jeff Lowe to give the Benediction.

President Stansberry then declared the meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Members:

Guests:

_________________________________             ______________________

Greg Dorfmeier (Acting, Secretary) 



Date

_________________________________             ______________________   

Douglas Stansberry, President



Date
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